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1 
This invention relates to printing devices of 
the Mndfrom which data, such as.aname and 
address may be printed fo insure ccuracy in 
preparing business instruments and the like in 
connection with business transactions entafling, 
for exa.mple, the extension of credit pursuant to 
data borne by the printing devices. 
Many business institutions, such as, for ex- 
ample, department stores., commercial air lines, 
raflroads, automobile service companies, and the 
like, which bave a relativety large number of cus- 
tomers and sometimes also outlets or business 
places scattered over a wide  area; bave adopted 
the practice of furnishing reliablecustomers with 
an identification, commontF referred fo as a 
credit-card, entitling that customer .to ma-ke pur- 
chaseson credit-at-any oneof-theplaces of busi- 
ness.ofthe company. 
Certain of such cards heretofore used.for-this 
purpose bave comprised nothing more thana 
single-element card having .the naine and address 
of the applicant together with other identifying 
data appearing thereon, and when.these cards 
are used, the naine, address and other data must 
be copied from the card in making, a record of 
each transaction. However, 0ur invention is pri- 
marily concerned with another type of identifi- 
cation card, which comprises a printing device 
from which the.name, and'address.of the cus- 
tomer and the other related data necessary to 
make an identificationrecord for.each transac 
tion may be directly printed. 
In credit cards of ttïis latter character, it is 
desirble that tle card  comprise identification 
means as well as printing means, andit is a pri- 
mary object of out inventionto, afford a print 
in device which is well .adaptd'to be used .as _a 
credit card and wtlich embodies an identification 
member and. a prirting member associated with 
each other in a roel and expeditious manner. 
A]so; it  is often desirable that; wlen credit 
cards are used; certain information, such- as, .for 
example; the naine of the company issuing tle 
card; the conditions under whichthe card is is- 
sued; the reglations governing the use thereof; 
and-the like;appear on theface of :the card- Fur 
thermore, it is desirable that this ïnformatio.no.be 
embodied on a portionof the credt card which 
can be -eadfly and economically-prined..orother- 
wiseprepared. However, it is alsodesirable that 
the-data which are fo be printed ' directly from 
the credit card be embodied on.a portion thereof 
which.wifi withstand the wear and  abuse of re « 
peated printing operations without materially im. 
pairing- he  printing: characteristics thereof, ai- 

OFFICE 

2 
 though, of course, it is- also desirable that this 
portion of ttïe credit card be economically con, 
stïcted and prepared. Furthermore iris offert 
desirable that a carrier be-provided forthe iden- 
5 tification member and theirinting member -hich 
will protect them .from mutilation, .it- being.espe- 
cially important that such a carrier  be proyided 
when the credit card is fo be carried on the.,pr - 
son of the .customer or is-subect.to freqentgnd, 
10 pertïaps,.careless handling; 
If is another object of- our invention-to::effect 
and realize the aforesaid desirable characteristiCs 
in a printing device-adapted:tocomprise a credit 
card, and more specifically, .further:objects.ofoùr 
15 invention are to provide a novel printing deiCe 
comprising  a..credit c ard «and: embodying- anidn- 
tification member; aprinting member:and:a:car» 
rier, as aforesaid, and wtiich is constructeina- 
novel and expeditious ,manner.; to provide-a:ttïin, 
20 compact printing, device of the type adaptedto 
comprise a credit card free-from-projecting:ele- 
ments and .which can be readily,and economically 
produced, and fo provide a.printing device-of«the 
aforesaid character wherein, the printing mem- 
25 ber is positively held in placeTelative-to theiden 
tification member in a novel, and expeditius 
manner. 
Another important consideration to business 
institutions.which issue credit .cards is to guard 
30 against the fabrication and use. of.spurious credit 
cards and also the alteration of otherwise: alid 
cards. In this connection, .further object of_out 
invention are to so .arrange a printing-device 
adapted to be used a a credit card.in such .a 
35 manner as to render it diflicult .forunauthorized 
persons to. fabricate spurious credit :cards in-im, 
ulation thereof; fo so arrange a printing :device 
that undetectable alteration of identifying data 
and  other information thereon may be svoided; 
40 and to provide a printing device of the aor_e- 
said character which is capable of carryin the 
signature  of the person to whom the card-was 
validly issued, and wherein the signature,, al- 
though being readily visible is protected in such . 
45 a manner, in the card.when issued, .thTeffective 
protection is afforded .against Undetectedltera- 
tion of the signature after issuanceofthe-card. 
A further object of out invention is-tose ar- 
range a printing device, of the aforesaid character 
50 that the carrier element thereof affords an.effec- 
tive protective cover for other elements theevf 
and yet enables the data and information-onsuch 
other elements fo be readily visible through.the 
carrier. 
55 Another object of our invention is to provide 
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a printing device of the aïoressid character 
wherein the carrier member thereof is effectively 
sealed onto the identification member and print- 
mg member. 
Yet another object of out invention is fo con- 
struct the carrier member of out novel printing 
device in such a manner that it renders the print- 
ing device especially easy to hold onto during 
the handling thereof. 
Other and further objects of the present in- 
vention will be apparent from the following de- 
scription and claims and are illustrated in the 
accompaIwing dravings which, by way of illus- 
tration, show a preferred embodiment and the 
principle thereof and what we now consider fo 
be the best mode in which we have contemplated 
applying that princip]e. Other embodlments of 
the invention embodying the same or equivalent 
principles may be used and structural changes 
may be made as desired by those skilled in the 
art without departing from the present inven- 
tion and the purview of the appended claims. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a device 
embodying out invention; 
Fig. 2 is a rear elevational view of the device 
shown in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken substantially 
along the line 3--3 on Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is a detail front elevational view of the 
card member embodied in the device shown in 
Fi.g. i; 
Fig. 5 isa detail front elevational view of the 
printing plate embodied in the device shown in 
lig. i; 
Fig. 6 is a detail front elevational view of the 
front wall or front layer of the carrier embodied 
in the device shown in Fig. 1; 
 Fig. 7 is a detail front elevational viev of the 
rear wall or rear layer of the carrier embodied in 
the device shown in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 8 is a detail front perspective view of the 
rear wall shown in Fig. 7; 
Fig. 9 is a detail front perspective view of the 
cardmember and printing plate, shown in Figs. 
4 and 5, respectively, in assembled relation; and 
Fig. 10 is a detail front perspective view of the 
front wall shown in Fig. 6. 
The form of out invention shovn in the accom- 
panying drawings to illustrate out invention 
còmprises a carrier C within which is mounted 
a card K and a printing plate P. 
The carrier C comprises a front wall or layer 
2{} and a rear wall or layer 22 vhich preferably 
are ruade of a suiable transparent thermoplastic 
material such as, for example, polyvinyl acetate- 
chloride, and are of suflicient rigidity fo be self 
sustainlng. The two walls 2[} and 22 are sub- 
stantially complementary in outline to each 
other, the front wall 20 being centinuous in form 
and the rear wall 22 having a substantially rec- 
tangular shaped recess 24 formed therein for a 
purpose which will be discussed in greater detail 
presently. 
The card K is of somewhat smaller outline 
than the walls 25 and 22 and bas an opening or 
recess 25 ïormed therein. The card K ïorms the 
identification member of out novel printing de- 
vice and is adapted fo carry the necessary identi- 
fication data, such as, for example, the serial 
number N of the card, and the signature S of 
the user, disposed around the recess 23, together 
with other data such as, for example, the name 
B of the company or business institution issuing 
the credit card, and the rules and regulations, hot 
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shown, governing the issuance and use of the 
credit card. Thus if will be noted that the card 
member K, shown in the drawing illustrating an 
embodiment of our invention, bears the name oî 
5 the company issuing the card, the serial hum- 
ber of the card and the signature of the custcmer 
fo whom the card was issued. The particular 
information or data impressed on the identifi- 
cation card K will, of course, vary with the busi- 
10 ness institution issuing the credit card. 
If is desirable that a device of the character 
fo which this invention pertains embody means 
from which a printed impression may be made of 
certain data such as, or example, the name and 
15 address of the customer, so as to insure against 
error in making out invoices and the like involved 
in business transactions in which the credit card 
is used. To this end, in the prescrit instance, a 
metallic printing plate P is provided which has 
2O type characters T embossed thereon fo appear 
in relief on one face and in intaglio on the other. 
In the form of our invention shown in the draw- 
ing, the type characters T are so embossed in 
the printing plate P that the portions thereof 
25 which appear in intaglio may be read in an ordi- 
nary manner. If is hot essential that the type 
characters be embossed in this manner and, if 
desired, they may be so embossed that the por- 
tions appearing in relief may be read in an ordi- 
?,o nary manner. However, when the type charac- 
ters are embossed in the manner shown in the 
drawings, the device will be inserted in a suit- 
able printing machine in such a way that a sheet, 
on which an impression is to be made, is posi- 
35 tioned on che side of a suitable inking medium, 
such as an inked ribbon, and the printing plate 
is disposed on the other side thereof so that when 
pressure is applied fo squeeze the ink ribbon 
tween the sheet and the type characters T, an 
40 impression will be made on the sheet. If a plu- 
rality of sheets are to be printed in each impres- 
sion operation, suitable carbon paper may be ar- 
ranged between the plurality of sheets, in the 
manner well known in the art, with the coated 
.5 surface of the carbon paper disposed toward the 
sheet tobe printed and away ïrom the type char- 
acters T, so that an impression which may be 
read in the usual manner will be made as a result 
of the application of pressure. 
5o The printing plate P, which comprises the 
printing member of out novel printing device, 
is complementary in outline fo the recess 25 in 
the card K and is of such size that when properly 
inserted in the recess seS, ïor a purpose which will 
55 be discussed in greater detail hereinafter, it will 
fit relatively snugly therein. Two notches 28 and 
oe9 are ïormed in respective end portions of the 
plate P for a reason which will also be presently 
explained. 
60 In the preïerred construction and assembly of 
the embodiment of out novel device shown in the 
drawing, a card K is prepared, bearing the proper 
serial number and other data and is signed by 
the customer fo whom the credit-card is fo be 
e,5 issued. A printing plate Pis embossed with the 
name and address of the customer. The embossed 
printing plate P is then placed in the recess 
in the card K in the manner shown in Fig. 9, 
and the assembled card and plate are then placed 
7O in centered position between a front wall member 
2[} and a rear wall member 22, with the front 
wall 2[} and the rear wall 2le in alignment with 
each other, and with the recess 24 in the rear 
wall 22 in alignment with the recess 25 in the 
75 card K, the rear wall 22 being positioned adjacent 
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'to'that.iface 0f,:'.the. printingplate: Pç on: wlich 
'flic tylseor at es -T«ear in reliE 
linoftthrecess inte rear:-wall mmber 2 
'is,som eha.smà.ler:t n the»utl.e: Of.the:re 
:cess 26  .,-« d.:.so :.h wn-. the :11 
mbers..20:and 22; he crdand:te, ing 
Plate«P: are positienein the  .above discussed 
mann,mthtres tigned.w.ith the.vecess 
6:the inner margti-edepotion. 0 "the rear 
-wtl'memr't overlapstheripheral edge por 
tiùn, of « the,pri-ntg. Pi-are-P, as: is, best- sown in 
'i* thewM1 .mmbet l and XX, the. card 
; :-and' the .prging,.piate :P-a-ssemblefl in 
' mamr--they 'may be--securefl.: this-position  by 
applyg best' adpressure to .the walLmembers 
;n:d 2Xby meof.,two-compressi .mem- 
*" ate on- posite-»faces oY'the-printg 
dev-ice;namety on .the-outsie surfaces or 
Of  the- front and  rear.' wal mbers. l 0:and.22, 
-in--a - ma-well' own .--the  art to-thereby 
. se- and-b&:"he margal - edgep9rions  0f 
'e wl'members-, X 0 and:2l ,together: his -gp- 
MtcgtMn- of:hea*'and- pss-on-- the "wall'-mem- 
bers:10'andl:also causesa-portion-of the,mate- 
Tiàlfrom-'wtch tbe-wall memrs 20)nd22 are 
-foed" o :fiow :o - he notches. 28"and 
ere"sitiely secte" the---tg. Mate" P 
in'p0siti-the:recess.2: 
Thus, if will "be seen-'thatthe- front" wM1. 
and..the, re M1 Xl;.ormece" means for 
retaining the p*g:pla:: the recess 
of the identcatMn-card'K; 
The wall members,20.and2.are.of such thick- 
ness that the rear wàll XX wfll hot interfere 
mith .the makg ofprting :impressMns.from.the 
type characters T which project outwaroEy 
through *Heg.recess t4 and'.it;wlbe noted that 
when.the wM1 members X0.and ll are constructed 
of,.tfansprent materials the.printing.plaM.P  
.MbM: aç.both aces of he. cfl K. 
pnoae e.prefer fo use..heets of the .àf0re- 
mtion.thermlastic material hav.a'.i- 
..ness of ten-thousandths.of.an, inoh, althou we 
domotAt oselves thereto.d other stable 
.tlcknesses. o suitable mateiâls may.be ed 
:-ithout departg from ghe.piew of..our. 
-ention. 
As  bes,shown in Eig 2, the:rear MLmem- 
ber XX  the assembled printg device C bas 
a roughened or sfippled outer surface which ren- 
tiers the prtg device easy fo grip in the fingers 
without danger of slippg. is roughened or 
stippled sface may be readily afforded on the 
rear wall member Xi durg e aforementMned 
bondg operatMn, by interposg a sheet of suit- 
able fabric material, such as, for example, canvas 
duck or the like, between the outer surface of 
the rear wall member XX and the compression 
member applied thereto. 
In the e of a credit-card cotru6ed in the 
manner of our novel printg device, the ctomer 
fo whom the card  ued can readily carry 
on h person, the device being of a desirable, 
compact and rhin form with no protuberances 
extending therefrom and beg well protected 
from mutilation by the ough and substantially 
moisture-proof, though transparent, carrier C. 
When the ctomer desires to make a purche 
on cdit af one of the outlets of the business 
titutions that issued the card, he merely hands 
the card fo the clerk or other representative from 
whom the purchase  ruade; the clerk can then 
compare the siature, if desed, of the person 
mak the pase with the Mgnature which 

th.csrd* bears, check :.the data :on/the ...cIXh.to 
"as,certain: tha*: the. card-: is. currentlF.wlid; 
thn insert te:card :into the printmac 
in which the slesSlip:or..herreoerd:ofthelë 
5  çeing.made ndï print»the name:ddress,and 
whatver other ïdentifying dta..wich:may:.he 
bied on the pintg plate .P; -on the:sles 
slip. Suoh a. dëvice, it.wfll:be seenhastd 
¥ntage-ofproviding an' easly carriedand'adily 
10 vaflaBle-m o identcation, and 
further advantge, of: providg a. deicefrom 
whieh..the name:of:te customer tohomcflît 
was-extendéd and such orner idëntifying data 
as--may-bedesired, ma be printed direcfly:there 
:15 from-.so-asto elate the possibflityf-copy 
ingerrors 
T.hus from theforegoing if :w.ilI e seen tht 
we;have - proded.a novel;.printing device-.Which 
is well»adapted t0 be-used as::a-creoEt :card-and 
20 wCh :. is. rhin- nd compact .in f0rm; :is eereadfly 
caied; cn be: redily used fo. prinV:the naine 
and adress, and  the like» öf the..customerto 
whom. the, crdis issued; aff0rds«a odceck 
as, to .the-authenticity.thereof; is 
25 mum 0f-material; ad can-be :readily...andeco- 
nmially .constructed commerciátty2 
Hence; while «we have .illustra*ed:and',descrie 
the prefèrred embodiment of our invention 
is. t0-be ,understood that this is capable-6fvaa  
tion,and modification and we- therefore do. hot 
wish to,be limited - the.precise «details- set fOrth, 
but:desire.to-avail oúrseles af :suc chang and 
ltertions as fallwithin the.purew 6YthefOl- 
' lowingclaims. 
We-claim: 
1 A. printing de.ce comprising a-cardmem 
'ber.ha-ng an:opeing formed-therein-a-prit 
ïng:Mae mounted in sid crd m, emer, wiHin 
said opening- and hving, two recesses: Ioed 
"therein, said pnting plate hng te-cr- 
acters projecting from one face temöf-nd :a 
'carer member, smd crrier-member, comps - 
ing- a. transpent sheet ' member cog: 
fceï of-saoEd- cardmember and"extenflinacross 
5 'sadone.face-of saidpnting tate; undanother 
trnspm'ent sheet member cerg "the- oher 
face.of said cardtember andthe othe ce 
saïd printing plate, said sheet membe"bei 
bonded.togCther around the periphery of said 
50 card member, one of said sheet members pro- 
jecting down into said recesses so as fo interlock 
therewith, and said sheet members being bded 
togeer in areas effective to maintain such in- 
terlock, said type characters projecting out- 
55 wardly through said first mentioned transpar- 
ent sheet member. 
2. A printing de.ce comprising a card ruera- 
ber hang an opening formed therein and af- 
forng identification means, a metallic printing 
plate complementary fo said opening and mount- 
ed in said card member witn said opening, 
said printing plate having notches fomed 
therein af opposite ends thereof, said printing 
plate having type characters embossed therein, 
a transparent sheet member covering one face 
of sMd card member and one face of said print- 
ing plate, said sheet member extenoEng beyond 
the outer periphery of said card member, and 
another transparent sheet member covering the 
other face of said card member and extending 
acmss peripheral edge portions of the other face 
of said printing plate, said sheet members pro- 
jecting into said mcesses fo interlock therewith 
and being bonded together exteriorly of said card 
member in areas effective fo maintain said 
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terlock, said card member and said printing plate 
being visible through both of said sheet mem- 
bers, said type characters projecting outwardly 
through said other sheet member. 
3. A printing divice adapted for use as a 5 
credit identification or the like and comprising 
a card having a mounting opining formed there- 
in and affording identification means on at least 
one face of the card between said mounting 
openlng and the edges of the card, a metallic 10 
printing plate complementary to said mounting 
opening and disposed within said mounting 
opening in said card so as to be held against 
movement generally parallel to said card by en- 
gagement of the edge portions of the printing 15 
plate with the edge portions of the card that de- 
fine said mounting opening, said printing plate 
having embossed type characters formed there- 
on so as to project rom one face thereof in 
spaced relation to the edges of the printing plate 2O 
and thereby define a fiat border area on said 
one face of said printing plate, a first transpar- 
ent sheet member covering the other face of 
said printing plate and the corresponding face 
of said card, and a second transparent sheet 25 
member having a clearance opening formed 
therein-somewhat smaller than the mounting 
opening in said card and disposed against said 
one face of said printing plate and the corre- 
sponding face of said card in such a relation 3O 
that said type characters project outwardly 
through said clearance opening in said second 
sheet and the portions of said second sheet that 
border such clearance opening overlie and en- 
gage at least a portion of said fiat border area 35 
on said one face of said printing plate, both of 
said sheet members being extended beyond the 
outer edges of said card and being bonded to- 
gerber exteriorly of said card to retain said print- 
ing plate in position in said mounting opening 
in said card. 
4. A printing device adapted for use as a credit 
identification or the like and comprising a card 
having a mounting opening formed therein and 
affording identification means on at least one 45 
face of the card between said mounting open- 
ing and the edges of the card, a metallic print- 
ing plate complementary to said mounting open- 
ing and disposed snugly within said mounting 
opening in said card and in substantially the 50 
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8 
saine plane of said card so as to be held against 
movement generally parallel to said card by 
gagement of the edge portions of the printing 
plate with the edge portions of the card that 
define said mounting opening, said printing plate 
having embossed type characters formed there- 
on so as to project from one face thereof in 
spaced relation to the edges of the printing plate 
and thereby define a  fiat border area on said 
one face o£ said printing plate, a flrst relatively 
rigid plastic sheet member covering the other 
face of said printing plate and the correspond- 
ing face of said card, and a second relatively 
rigid plastic sheet member having a clearance 
opening formed therein somewhat smaller than 
the mounting opening in said card and dis- 
posed against said one face of said printing 
plate and the corresponding face o£ said card in 
such a relation that said type characters pro- 
ject outwardly through said clearance opening 
in said second sheet and the portions of said 
second sheet that border such clearance open- 
ing overlie and engage at least a portion of said 
fiat border area on said one face o£ said print- 
ing plate, both of said sheet members being ex- 
tended beyond the outer edges of said card and 
being bonded together exteriorly of said card to 
retain said printing plate in position in said com- 
plemental opening in said card, the plastic sheet 
that is disposed over the identification means on 
said card being transparent. 
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